
 
 

THFM- 3002-495 (3 credit hours)  
 

SPECIAL STUDIES:  ADVANCED PLAYWRITING I  
 

 
 
Winter 2024/2025 Instructor:  Hope McIntyre 
Tutorial for Walls to Bridges Office: 4T05 
 Phone: 786-9957 
 E-Mail: h.mcintyre@uwinnipeg.ca 
 Office Hours: By Appt. 
              
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course is a guided tutorial in which individual students will explore the craft of writing for the stage 
while developing a new play. In this course, the student will undertake continued writing, revising, and 
dramaturgical exploration for a full length one or two act play on the topic of their choice.  
 
The student will be required to keep a written progress report, documenting discoveries from readings, 
and reflections about the writing process. In addition, they will share new scenes and versions of their 
script working towards a complete draft by the end of the course. 
 
Students will meet with the instructor every two weeks to discuss readings and writing progress. 
 
 
TEXTS 

• Embodied Playwriting: Improv and Acting Exercises for Writing and Devising edited by Hillary Haft 
Bucs and Charissa Menefee 

• The Art of Dramatic Writing by Lajos Egri 

• Decentered Playwriting edited by Carolyn M. Dunn, Eric Micha Holmes and Les Hunter 

• The Blunt Playwright: An Introduction to Playwriting by Clem Martini 

• A More Perfect 10: Writing and Producing the Ten-Minute Play by Gary Garrison 
 
Other texts as assigned, or to be provided to the student as needed.  
 
 
GRADING 
 
Progress Reports (submitted by-weekly) ................................................................................................. 20% 
Writing Process ........................................................................................................................................ 30% 
Draft Script (due April 4, 2025) ................................................................................................................ 40% 
Participation ............................................................................................................................................  10% 

-------- 
TOTAL ......................................................................................................................................... 100% 
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CONVERSION SCALE 
 
For the calculation of the final grade the following conversion table will be used: 
 
A+ 90 – 100% GPA 4.5 C+ 65 – 69.9% GPA 2.5 
A 85 – 89.9% GPA 4.25 C 60 – 64.9% GPA 2.0 
A- 80 – 84.9% GPA 4.0 D 50 – 59.9% GPA 1.0 
B+ 75 – 79.9% GPA 3.5 F below 50% GPA 0 
B 70 – 74.9% GPA 3.0 
 
Work not submitted will be graded as 0%. 
 
 
DEFINITIONS OF GRADING DESCRIPTIONS  

A+ Exceptional. Thorough knowledge of concepts and/or techniques and exceptional skill AND great 
originality in the use of those concepts/techniques in satisfying the requirements of an assignment or 
course.  

A Superior. Thorough knowledge of concepts and/or techniques and exceptional skill OR great originality 
in the use of those concepts/techniques in satisfying the requirements of an assignment or course.  

A- Excellent. Thorough knowledge of concepts and/or techniques together with a high degree of skill 
and/or some elements of originality in satisfying the requirements of an assignment or course.  

B+ Very Good. Thorough knowledge of concepts and/or techniques together with a fairly high degree of 
skill in the use of those concepts/techniques in satisfying the requirements of an assignment or course.  

B Good. Good level of knowledge of concepts and/or techniques together with considerable skill in using 
them to satisfy the requirements of an assignment or course.  

C+ Competent. Acceptable level of knowledge of concepts and/or techniques together with considerable 
skill in using them to satisfy the requirements of an assignment or course.  

C Fairly Competent. Acceptable level of knowledge of concepts and/or techniques together with some 
skill in using them to satisfy the requirements of an assignment or course.  

D Barely Passing. Minimum knowledge of concepts and/or techniques needed to satisfy the requirements 
of an assignment or course.  

F Failing.  

EVALUATION CRITERIA 
Progress Reports 

- Clear evidence should be provided to demonstrate effort and time put in to exploring the 
readings. 

- Reflections on the writing process should demonstrate critical thought. 
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Writing Process: 

- Throughout the term the student will submit new writing and revisions, which should 
demonstrate effort in addressing feedback, concepts being explored, and dramaturgical thought.  

- Assessment will not be based solely on the quality of the writing, but more so on the effort to 
apply techniques being discussed.  

 
Draft Script: 

- The draft submitted at the end of the course will be assess based on whether it represents the 
work, discussions, reflections, and discoveries made throughout the term.  

 
Participation: 

- Engagement in the work of the course is the main criteria. In addition, assessment will be based 
upon preparation for meetings, engagement in discussion, and completion of agreed upon work.  

 
 
TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
January 6 – Term Begins 
Bi-weekly meetings – one assigned reading per meeting will be discussed; new writing from the play in-
progress should be sent one week before by-weekly meeting time 
March 14 – Voluntary Withdrawal Date 
April 4 – Draft Script submission 
 
 
STUDENT PARTICIPATION POLICY & COURSE CONTENT 

 
Theatre & Film are communal art forms in which a number of interdependent artists and crafts people co-
operate to create a work of art.  This fact is necessarily transferred to the learning situation, and is 
reflected in many of the Department’s courses.  Consequently, it is the Department’s policy that students 
are required to:  complete homework such as reading, line-learning, script analysis, prop lists, design 
drawings, etc.; attend classes; attend rehearsals, meetings or shoots both within and outside of class 
times; and, in short, exhibit commitment towards the inevitably shared endeavours of our field of study. 
  
Any student failing to fulfil these requirements is harmful to the progress of dedicated students and may, 
after due warning, be asked to withdraw from any individual Departmental course. 
 
COURSE CONTENT NOTE  
 
Dramatic Literature depicts a wide variety of human action, both elevated and base, public and private, 
physical and psychological, sexual and non-sexual, etc.  The Department of Theatre and Film will not 
undertake to censor the subject matter of dramatic works. 
 
Students who have concerns about dealing with the full range of content and style in drama/film are urged 
to discuss these concerns with the course instructor. 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS  

A permitted or necessary change in mode of delivery may require adjustments to important aspects of 
course outlines, like class schedule and the number, nature, and weighting of assignments and/or exams. 
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Should public health and university regulations require it, the schedule and content of the course may be 
subject to change on short notice. Every effort will be made to inform students of these changes, to deliver 
the course content in the best way possible under the circumstances, and to evaluate students fairly. 
 
GENERAL NOTES 
 

• Students should check their UWinnipeg e-mail addresses daily as this is the most direct way 
instructors and the University will contact students regarding such things as important information 
about health and safety, policies and registration, and Faculty will contact you about changes to 
class schedules, cancelled classes, etc. 
 

• This course outline should be considered a guideline only.  Time constraints and other unforeseen 
factors may require that some topics be omitted or covered in less detail than indicated. 
 

• Archival records such as video/sound recordings and photographs may be made or taken during class 
or lab times.  The University uses such materials primarily for archival, promotional, and teaching 
purposes.  Promotional use may include display at open houses or conferences, or use in advertising, 
publicity, or brochures.  In reading and accepting the terms in this course outline, students 
acknowledge consent for such use by the University.  Should a student not wish to convey such 
consent, they should withdraw from this course immediately. 
 

• Unless necessary for accessing class, cellular phones should be turned off during classes and 
examinations.  Texting is not permitted in class. 
 

• Any student attending a test or final examination may be required to present proof of identity; photo 
identification is preferred. 
 

• It is the student’s responsibility to retain a paper or digital copy of ALL assignments submitted for 
grading; in the event of loss or theft, a duplicate copy is required. 
 

• When it is necessary to cancel a class due to exceptional circumstances, instructors will make every 
effort to inform students via UWinnipeg webmail (and/or using the preferred form of communication, 
as designated by the instructor), as well as the Departmental Assistant and Chair/Dean.  Students are 
reminded that they have a responsibility to regularly check their UWinnipeg e-mail addresses to 
ensure timely receipt of correspondence from the university and/or their course instructors. 
 

• Students may choose not to attend classes or write examinations on holydays of their religion, but 
they must notify their instructors at least two weeks in advance. Instructors will then provide 
opportunity for students to make up work or examinations without penalty. A list of religious holidays 
can be found in the 2023-24 Undergraduate Academic Calendar:  
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/important-notes.pdf 

 

• Students with documented disabilities, temporary or chronic medical conditions, requiring academic 
accommodations for tests/exams or during lectures/laboratories are encouraged to contact 
Accessibility Services (AS) at 204.786.9771 or https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility-services/ to 
discuss appropriate options. All information about a student’s disability or medical condition remains 
confidential. 
 

• Reference to the appropriate items in the Regulations & Policies section of the Course Calendar, 
including Senate appeals and academic misconduct (e.g. plagiarism, cheating) 

https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/important-notes.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility-services/
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https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf. Instructors should 
become familiar with the procedures for dealing with alleged academic misconduct at 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/procedures/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf  
 

• All students, faculty and staff have the right to participate, learn, and work in an environment that is 
free of harassment and discrimination. The UW Respectful Working and Learning Environment Policy 
may be found at https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/. 
 

• Regulations, Policies, and Academic Integrity. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves 
with the Regulations and Policies found in the University Academic Calendar at 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf. Particular 
attention should be given to subsections 8 (Student Discipline), 9 (Senate Appeals), and 10 (Grade 
Appeals). Please emphasize the importance of maintaining academic integrity and the potential 
consequences of engaging in plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic misconduct. Even 
unintentional plagiarism is a form of academic misconduct. Similarly, uploading essays and other 
assignments to essay vendor or trader sites (filesharing sites that are known providers of essays for 
use by others who submit them to instructors as their own work) is a form of misconduct, as it involves 
aiding and abetting plagiarism. An updated and expanded U of Winnipeg library site outlining 
principles of Academic Integrity can be found at https://library.uwinnipeg.ca/use-the-library/help-
with-research/academic-integrity.html. 
 
Important information is outlined in the Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures: 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf  and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/procedures/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf.  
 

• Academic Integrity and AI Text-generating Tools.  Students must follow principles of academic 
integrity (e.g., honesty, respect, fairness, and responsibility) in their use of material obtained through 
AI text-generating tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Bing, Notion AI). If an instructor prohibits the use of AI tools 
in a course, students may face an allegation of academic misconduct if using them to do assignments. 
If AI tools are permitted, students must cite them. According to the MLA (https://style.mla.org/citing-
generative-ai/), “you should: 

a. cite a generative AI tool whenever you paraphrase, quote, or incorporate into your own 
work any content (whether text, image, data, or other) that was created by it 

b. acknowledge all functional uses of the tool (like editing your prose or translating words) 
in a note, your text, or another suitable location 

c. take care to vet the secondary sources it cites” 
 

If students aren’t sure whether or not they can use AI tools, they should ask their professors. 
 

• Respectful Learning Environment. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful 
manner on campus and in the learning environment irrespective of platform being used. Behaviour, 
communication, or acts that are inconsistent with a number of UW policies could be considered non- 
academic misconduct. See the Respectful Working and Learning Environment Policy 
(https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/respect-policy.html) and Acceptable Use of Information 
Technology Policy (https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/acceptable-use-of-information-
technology-policy.pdf). More detailed information is outlined in the Non-Academic Misconduct Policy 
and Procedure: https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/student-non-academic-
misconduct-policy.pdf  and https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/procedures/student-non-
academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf  

https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/procedures/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf
https://library.uwinnipeg.ca/use-the-library/help-with-research/academic-integrity.html
https://library.uwinnipeg.ca/use-the-library/help-with-research/academic-integrity.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/procedures/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/respect-policy.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/student-non-academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/policies/student-non-academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/procedures/student-non-academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/policies/docs/procedures/student-non-academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf


THFM-3002-495 SPECIAL STUDIES: ADVANCED PLAYWRITING     page 6 

 
 

• Copyright and Intellectual Property. Course materials are the property of the instructor who 
developed them. Examples of such materials are course outlines, assignment descriptions, lecture 
notes, test questions, and presentation slides—irrespective of format. Students who upload these 
materials to filesharing sites, or in any other way share these materials with others outside the class 
without prior permission of the instructor/presenter, are in violation of copyright law and University 
policy. Students must also seek prior permission of the instructor/presenter before, for example, 
photographing, recording, or taking screenshots of slides, presentations, lectures, and notes on the 
board. Students found to be in violation of an instructor’s intellectual property rights could face 
serious consequences pursuant to the Academic Misconduct or Non- Academic Misconduct Policy; 
such consequences could possibly involve legal sanction under the Copyright policy 
https://copyright.uwinnipeg.ca/basics/copyright-policy.html 
 

• Research Ethics. Students conducting research interviews, focus groups, surveys, or any other method 
of collecting data from any person, including a family member, must obtain research ethics approval 
before commencing data collection. Exceptions are research activities done in class as a learning 
exercise. For submission requirements and deadlines, see 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/research/ethics/human-ethics.html 
 

• Privacy. Students should be reminded of their rights in relation to the collecting of personal data by 
the University (https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/admissions-privacy-notice.html), especially if 
Zoom is being used for remote teaching (https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-privacy-
notice.html) and testing/proctoring (https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-
proctoring.html) 

 

• The University of Winnipeg affirms the importance of student mental health and our commitment to 
providing accessible, culturally appropriate, and effective services for students. Students who are 
seeking mental health supports are encouraged to reach out to the Wellness Centre 
at studentwellness@uwinnipeg.ca or 204.988.7611. For community-based mental health resources 
and supports, students are encouraged to dial 2-1-1. This program of United Way is available 24/7 in 
150 languages. 

 

http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/research/ethics/human-ethics.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/admissions-privacy-notice.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-proctoring.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-proctoring.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-proctoring.html
mailto:studentwellness@uwinnipeg.ca

